Hyperattenuating rim on noncontrast CT of the liver: probable peritumoral sparing of fatty infiltration.
CT scans showing a hyperattenuating rim within the liver were retrospectively evaluated in 10 patients to clarify the character, aetiology and clinical significance. All patients had hepatic tumours (7 cavernous haemangiomas in 6 patients, 3 metastatic tumours and 1 hepatocellular carcinoma) as well as fatty infiltration of the liver. Typical features of the hyperattenuating rim on noncontrast CT of the liver included (1) attenuation similar to that of the spleen, (2) a circular or semicircular shape, (3) a width of a few millimeters, (4) peritumoral localization and (5) loss of visualization with contrast enhancement. No such rims were noted around hepatic tumours unassociated with fatty infiltration. Peritumoral sparing of fatty infiltration was inferred. A hyperattenuating rim on noncontrast liver CT, although rare, suggests the presence of a hepatic tumour in fatty liver.